
Beacon Credit Union recently received First Place Honors in the judging of the Dora 
Maxwell Social Responsibility Award ($1 billion+ asset category) in the Indiana Credit 
Union League’s statewide competition. Beacon received the award in regards to Project 
Spotlight, the community-inspired charitable giving campaign created by the Credit 
Union.

3URMHFW�6SRWOLJKW�ZDV�ÀUVW� ODXQFKHG� LQ�������DQG�DV� WKH�FRQWHVW�KDV�JURZQ�RYHU� WKH�
last three years it is quickly becoming an annual staple in our communities. Since the 
LQFHSWLRQ�RI�3URMHFW�6SRWOLJKW�LQ�������%HDFRQ�KDV�GRQDWHG�D�WRWDO�RI���������WR�RYHU�
����ORFDO�QRQ�IRU�SURÀW�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�DQG�FKDULWDEOH�SURMHFWV�ORFDWHG�WKURXJKRXW�WKH����
communities that Beacon serves.  

Giving back to our communities has always been a priority of Beacon, but the 
creation of Project Spotlight came from the Credit Union’s desire to deepen our level 
of commitment to social responsibility in our communities. Through Project Spotlight, 
local charitable giving projects (both large and small!) have the opportunity to not only 
receive funding from Beacon, but also to gain invaluable public exposure through the 
increased community awareness that they receive as a Project Spotlight participant.

Beacon Credit Union was honored with the statewide Dora Maxwell Social Responsibility 
Award at the Indiana Credit Union League Convention Award Banquet that was held on 
)ULGD\��6HSWHPEHU���WK���

The Dora Maxwell Social Responsibility Recognition Program was established to 
encourage credit union and chapter involvement in community projects and activities. 
The award is named after Dora Maxwell, a credit union pioneer who worked with 
QXPHURXV�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�WR�LPSURYH�WKH�OLYLQJ�VWDQGDUGV�RI�WKH�SRRU�DQG�QHHG\�

The award nominees compete with other credit unions in their asset category for the 
DZDUG��%HDFRQ�WLHG�ZLWK�,QGLDQD�0HPEHUV�&8�DQG�ERWK�ZHUH�DZDUGHG�ÀUVW�SODFH�LQ�WKH�
$1 Billion+ asset category. 

The  
Compass

RATE WATCH

SAVINGS RATES ............. APY
6 Month Certificate ($2,500 min.) ..... ...0.30%

1 Year Certificate ($2,500 min.) ........... 0.40%

18 Month Certificate ($2,500 min.) ...... 0.60%

2 Year Certificate ($2,500 min.) ........... 0.80%

3 Year Certificate ($2,500 min.) ........... 1.20%

4 Year Certificate ($2,500 min.) ........... 1.61%

5 Year Certificate ($2,500 min.) ........... 1.91%

IRA Account (18 Month Cert.) .............. 0.60%

IRA Account (36 Month Cert.) .............. 1.20%

IRA Account (60 Month Cert.) .............. 1.91%

15 Month Certificate Special  ............... 0.70%

34 Month Certificate Special ............... 1.30%

LOAN RATES ................... APR
Primary Res. 15 yr. fixed 

(20% down) ........................................ 4.000%

Primary Resident 10 yr. fixed

(20% down)........................................ 3.900% 

Primary Resident 3 yr. ARM 

(30 yr. amort./20% down) ................... 3.500%

Farm Operation (1 year max.) ........... 4.000%

Farm Real Estate 15 yr. fixed 

(35% down)   ...................................... 4.250%    

For a complete rates listing, visit www.beaconcu.org.
APY is Annual Percentage Yield 

APR is Annual Percentage Rate 

ARM is Adjustable Rate Mortgage

Rates effective November 18th, 2013

Rates Subject to Change

November 2013

Beacon Credit Union Wins 
State-Wide Philanthropy Award

Pictured from left to right: Jim Yeakel, COO, Shelby Schuh, Marketing Manager, Lori 

Eltzroth, CAO, and Frank Gulley, Board Chairman of the Indiana Credit Union League



10 Good Reasons Members Use Beacon Trust Services                               
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$V�,�VSHDN�ZLWK�RXU�PHPEHUV��PDQ\�RI�\RX�DUH�IDPLOLDU�ZLWK�KRZ�WUXVW�DQG�LQYHVWPHQW�VHUYLFHV�FDQ�DVVLVW�LQ�SHUVRQDO�ÀQDQFLDO�DQG�HVWDWH�
SODQQLQJ��2WKHU�PHPEHUV�KDYH�DVNHG�PH�WR�GHÀQH�DUHDV�LQ�ZKLFK�%HDFRQ�7UXVW�6HUYLFHV�FDQ�SURYLGH�YDOXH�WR�WKHLU�OLYHV�DQG�WKHLU�IDPLO\·V�
future. Below are ten reasons presented for your review.

Ten Good Reasons Members Use Beacon Trust Services

10. Members with blended families due to second marriages. Questions can arise, who will end up with my money 
after we are gone? Her kids? My kids? A new spouse? A QTIP Trust can be established so that upon the death of 
a spouse, assets will go into a trust which will pay income to the surviving spouse for life. The remaining income 
ZLOO�WKHQ�EH�SDLG�WR�WKH�PHPEHU·V�EHQHÀFLDULHV��XVXDOO\�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�

9. Young couples with small children. If something happens to both husband and wife, who will manage the 
ÀQDQFHV�DQG�SRVVLEOH�LQVXUDQFH�SURFHHGV�IRU�WKH�PLQRU�FKLOGUHQ"�0RVW�PHPEHUV�SUHIHU�WKDW�WKH�FRXUWV�GR�QRW�
decide. A testamentary trust can be established through one’s will in which Members Trust Company could 
manage the funds and make distributions for the best interests of the children.

��� 0HPEHUV�ZLWK�D�VSRXVH�ZKR�GRHV�QRW�KDYH�WKH�GHVLUH�RU�DELOLW\�WR�PDQDJH�WKH�IDPLO\�ÀQDQFLDO�PDWWHUV� 
Money or assets can be placed in a Marital Trust in order to provide income to the surviving spouse for life. After 
WKH�VSRXVH·V�GHDWK��WKH�IXQGV�FDQ�EH�GLVWULEXWHG�WR�WKH�VSRXVH·V�QDPHG�EHQHÀFLDULHV�

7. Controlling distributions from an IRA.�:KHQ�WKH�RZQHU�RI�D�&XVWRGLDO� ,5$�GLHV��WKH�QDPHG�EHQHÀFLDU\�KDV�XQUHVWULFWHG�ULJKWV�WR�
withdraw any and all funds from the IRA. Members Trust Company has a unique Trusteed IRA that allows the account owner to 
H[HUFLVH�FRQWURO�RYHU�RU�UHVWULFW�WKH�PDQQHU�LQ�ZKLFK�D�QDPHG�EHQHÀFLDU\�UHFHLYHV�LQFRPH�DQG�SULQFLSDO�IURP�WKH�,5$��7KLV�FRQWURO�LV�
similar to the powers one may have with a revocable living trust.

6. Widowed member with no children or children nearby. $� FRQFHUQ� LV�� ZKR� ZLOO� PDQDJH� P\� ÀQDQFLDO� DIIDLUV� VKRXOG� ,� EHFRPH�
incapacitated?  A revocable living trust can be established so that Members Trust Company can prudently manage their affairs by 
investing and paying all bills in a timely manner.

5. Moving a trust. Circumstances change that may call for an appointment of a new trustee to administer your trust and manage its 
assets. Members Trust Company offers a service to facilitate the transfer of your assets to make things as simple as possible. We will 
contact your bank or trustee, prepare the necessary documents to make the transfer, and keep you posted during the entire process.

4. Naming an Executor.�%HLQJ�QDPHG�DV�H[HFXWRU�LV�ÁDWWHULQJ�DV�LW�PHDQV�VRPHRQH�KDV�D�JUHDW�GHDO�RI�WUXVW�DQG�UHVSHFW�LQ�WKDW�SHUVRQ��
But serving as executor is not as easy as it sounds. Before one chooses an executor, consideration should be given as to will that 
SHUVRQ�EH�DEOH�WR��FDUU\�RXW�\RXU�VSHFLÀF�ZLVKHV��PDNH�LPSDUWLDO�IDLU�GHFLVLRQV��PDNH�NQRZOHGJHDEOH�LQYHVWPHQWV��DQG�EH�DEOH�WR�
KDQGOH�WKH�DGGLWLRQDO�EXUGHQ�RI�HVWDWH�VHWWOHPHQW��0HPEHUV�7UXVW�&RPSDQ\·V�SXUSRVH�LV�WR�VHUYH�RXU�PHPEHUV�LQ�YDULRXV�ÀGXFLDU\�
capacities and retain the expertise to deliver these services.

3. High net worth members �QHW�ZRUWK�PRUH� WKDQ������������ LQ������� IRU� IHGHUDO�HVWDWH� WD[�SXUSRVHV��0HPEHUV�DUH�FRQFHUQHG�
WKDW�WKH�HVWDWH�ZLOO�EH�VXEMHFW�WR�HVWDWH�WD[HV�XSRQ�GHDWK��%\�SURSHU�SODQQLQJ�DQG�KDYLQJ�D�TXDOLÀHG�WUXVWHH�LQ�SODFH��PHPEHUV�FDQ�
set up credit shelter trusts or make use of current “portability” provisions that are available. Advance planning is important, as is 
KDYLQJ�TXDOLÀHG�DGYLVRUV�LQ�SODFH��0HPEHUV�7UXVW�&RPSDQ\�FDQ�VHUYH�DV�RQH�RI�WKHVH�DGYLVRUV�VR�WKDW�XOWLPDWHO\�RQH·V�FKLOGUHQ�RU�
JUDQGFKLOGUHQ�UHFHLYH�IXQGV�XQGLPLQLVKHG�RU�PLQLPL]HG�IURP�D�ODUJH�WD[�ELWH�

2. Avoiding Probate. The probate court provides an important function as it administers the proper distribution of a decendent’s estate, 
DV�ZHOO�DV�DGMXGLFDWHV�WKH�YDOLGLW\�RI�ZLOOV��+RZHYHU��ZLOOV�ÀOHG�LQ�SUREDWH�FRXUW�DUH�VXEMHFW�WR�SXEOLF�UHFRUG��6RPH�PHPEHUV�SUHIHU�
the privacy that a trust agreement provides. By having an independent and objective corporate trustee that is regulated and audited, 
many of the same protections offered by the court are found through a private trust company, such as Members Trust Company. 

1. The Three Qualities. A trustee must possess Investment Knowledge. A trustee should be capable of investing assets productively and 
prudently. Objectivity. A trustee cannot allow personal bias to cloud business decisions. Availability. A trustee should not get caught 
up in competing business and personal concerns that put your trust on the back burner. 

Through our partnership with Members Trust Company, Beacon Trust Services ties together a highly professional team of experts with a 
local and available presence capable of providing value to our members when it is needed most.



Don’t max out a high-rate credit card this holiday season ... make the holidays merry with 
a Holiday Loan from Beacon! Beacon Credit Union’s Lending Department is offering a 
KROLGD\�SURPRWLRQ�RQ�D�PLQLPXP��������ORDQ��ZLWK�D�VSHFLDO�UDWH�VWDUWLQJ�DW�������$35��
DQG�WHUPV�DYDLODEOH�IRU����RU����PRQWKV��

%HDFRQ·V� TXDOLÀHG� ORDQ� RIÀFHUV� DUH� FRPPLWWHG� WR� KHOSLQJ� RXU�PHPEHUV� DFKLHYH� WKHLU�
LQGLYLGXDO�ÀQDQFLDO�JRDOV�WKURXJK�RIIHULQJ�KLJK�TXDOLW\�ORDQ�SURGXFWV�ZLWK�JUHDW�UDWHV�DQG�
exceptional service. We know how easy (and tempting!) it can be to rack up high interest 
credit card debt over the holidays...Don’t be a victim of high interest holiday debt! Talk to 
Beacon to see how we can help!  

Interested in learning more about our holiday loans? Visit our website, stop by your local 
EUDQFK��RU�FDOO����������������DQG�DVN�WR�VSHDN�WR�\RXU�ORFDO�ORDQ�UHSUHVHQWDWLYH��

New Online Retail Loan Application Coming Soon!
Now you can apply for your next Beacon car loan wearing 
\RXU�IX]]\�VOLSSHUV�DQG�EDWKUREH���RU�DSSO\�IRU�D�SHUVRQDO�
loan while you drink your morning coffee! 
Beacon will be updating our online consumer loan application in December. Beginning on 
'HFHPEHU���WK��PHPEHUV�ZLOO�EH�DEOH�WR�DSSO\�IRU�DOO�RI�WKHLU�%HDFRQ�5HWDLO�/HQGLQJ�QHHGV�
online including: car loans, recreational vehicle loans, and personal loans! (And stay tuned 
IRU�RXU�QHZ�RQOLQH�KRPH�ORDQ�DSSOLFDWLRQ�WKDW�ZLOO�EH�DYDLODEOH�DURXQG�WKH�ÀUVW�RI�WKH�\HDU���

Beacon’s new online loan application will be available to our members (and potential 
PHPEHUV��WKURXJK�RXU�ZHEVLWH����KRXUV�D�GD\�����GD\V�D�ZHHN��DOORZLQJ�\RX�WR�DSSO\�IRU�\RXU�

next Beacon loan at whatever time is convenient for you���%HDFRQ�LV�YHU\�H[FLWHG�WR�EH�DEOH�WR�RIIHU�PHPEHUV�WKH�FRQÀGHQFH�
they expect from a Beacon Loan, as well as the added convenience of an improved online loan application. 

The new and improved online loan application will be available on our website at www.beaconcu.org. 

 Beacon Credit Union Offers Holiday Loans at Great Rates

Make your holidays “Ho Ho Ho-mazing” with a holiday loan! 



Singles aren’t the only people using online dating sites to get something they want. Scammers 
also use these sites to prey on unsuspecting singles looking for love. It’s hard to believe anyone 
could be so cruel as to take advantage of a desperately seeking single. But, it’s true. If you’ve ever 
SRVWHG�\RXU�SURÀOH�RQ�D�GDWLQJ�VLWH�RU�DUH�WKLQNLQJ�DERXW�LW��\RX�QHHG�WR�UHDG�WKLV�DUWLFOH����DQG�
you need to trust it. 

0DQ\�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�FLWL]HQV�XVH�RQOLQH�GDWLQJ�VLWHV�DQG�HQG�XS�́ KDSSLO\�HYHU�DIWHUµ��8QIRUWXQDWHO\��
QRW�DOO�UHODWLRQVKLSV�HQG�ZHOO��6FDPPHUV�XVH�RQOLQH�GDWLQJ�VLWHV�WR�FUHDWH�ÀFWLWLRXV�SURÀOHV��7KHVH�
scammers generally target middle aged woman. Most often, the victims are recently widowed, 
divorced or disabled. Why? Because fraudsters know that many widows receive inheritance after 
WKH�GHDWK�RI�D�VSRXVH��7KH\�DOVR�NQRZ�PDQ\�GLVDEOHG�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�FLWL]HQV�UHFHLYH�GLVDELOLW\�
checks. Scammers might also target someone who openly admits they’ve never been able to 
make a relationship work. Why? Because they believe this target is desperate and will be more 
apt to do unreasonable things to make the relationship work. 

A scammer might target their victim for months before asking them to send money or assistance. 
Some scammers have kept up online relationships for over a year before ever asking the target 
for money. Regardless, that’s the end goal. Money. 

How does this scam work? At some point, the scammer tells the victim they have fallen into some sort of dire circumstance. Maybe it’s a 
terrible auto accident, an arrest, lost wallet while traveling/working overseas, or maybe one of their relatives needs a surgery and no one 

can afford it. The scammer tells the victim of the unfortunate 
situation and shares the frustration/disappointment over 
WKLV� KDUGVKLS�� 7KH\� PD\� QRW� DVN� IRU� PRQH\� GXULQJ� WKH� ÀUVW�
GLVFXVVLRQ��EXW�HYHQWXDOO\��WKH\�DVN�RU�WKH\�EDLW�WKH�YLFWLP�LQWR�
offering help. The victim sends money via wire and then the 
scammer calls with more disappointing news and another 
request for money. The victim sends another wire. Before long, 
the victim is sending money on a regular basis. The two never 
meet face to face and when the victim runs out of money, the 
scammer runs out on the relationship. 

Another twist might be: the scammer has a business and needs 
someone to process their client payments. The scammer may 
ask the target to accept wires or automatic deposits and then 
wire those funds back to the scammer, or even someone 
else. They bait the target, telling the target how much they 
trust them and appreciate their help. Once the target stops 
complying with requests, the scammer stops communication.

Don’t be a victim of this dating scam
Learn how to recognize an online dating scammer - by Aine Willis, Fraud Coordinator

How can you recognize an Online 
Dating Scammer …?
 
�� If the person pressures you to leave the dating site 

and communicate using only personal means (such as 
personal email, instant messenger or text messages).

�� Makes arrangements to meet you but doesn’t follow 
through due to some sort of dire circumstances.

�� Asks for money.
�� Asks you to accept a wire or automatic deposit into your 

banking account.
�� Asks you to wire money they have deposited to your 

account.



7KLQJV�\RX�FDQ�GR�EHIRUH�	�IRU��������3UHVHQWHG�E\�0LFKDHO�'��)DUQHU�	�7LIIDQ\�-��+DXSHUW
Your Annual Financial To-Do List 

Michael D. Farner

Ti!any J. Haupert

:KDW� ÀQDQFLDO�� EXVLQHVV� RU� OLIH� SULRULWLHV�
GR�\RX�QHHG� WR�DGGUHVV� IRU�����"�1RZ� LV�
a good time to think about the investing, 
saving or budgeting methods you could 
HPSOR\� WRZDUG� VSHFLÀF� REMHFWLYHV�� 6RPH�
\HDU�HQG�ÀQDQFLDO�PRYHV�PD\�SURYH�FUXFLDO�
to the pursuit of those goals as well.
What can you do to lower your 2013 
taxes? Before the year fades away, you 
have plenty of options. Here are a few that 
may prove convenient:
  
Make a charitable gift before New Year’s 
Day. You can claim the deduction on your 
�����UHWXUQ��SURYLGHG�\RX�XVH�6FKHGXOH�$��
The paper trail is important here. If you give 

cash, you need to document it. Even small 
contributions need to be demonstrated 
by a bank record, payroll deduction 
record, credit card statement, or written 
communication from the charity with the 
date and amount. Incidentally, the IRS does 
not equate a pledge with a donation. If you 
SOHGJH��������WR�D�FKDULW\�LQ�'HFHPEHU�EXW�
RQO\�HQG�XS�JLIWLQJ������EHIRUH������HQGV��
\RX�FDQ�RQO\�GHGXFW������1
  
Are you gifting appreciated securities? If 
you have owned them for more than a year, 
you will be in line to take a deduction for 
�����RI� WKHLU� IDLU�PDUNHW�YDOXH�DQG�DYRLG�
capital gains tax that would have resulted 
from simply selling the stock, fund or bond 
and then donating those proceeds. (Of 
course, if your investment is a loser, then 
it might be better to sell it and donate 
the money so you can claim a loss on the 
sale and deduct a charitable contribution 
equivalent to the proceeds.)��
  
'RHV� WKH�YDOXH�RI�\RXU�JLIW�H[FHHG�����"�
It may, and if you gift that amount or larger 
WR� D� TXDOLÀHG� FKDULWDEOH� RUJDQL]DWLRQ�� \RX�
ZLOO�QHHG�D�UHFHLSW�RU�D�GHWDLOHG�YHULÀFDWLRQ�
IRUP�IURP�WKH�FKDULW\��<RX�DOVR�KDYH�WR�ÀOH�
)RUP������ZKHQ� \RXU� WRWDO� GHGXFWLRQ� IRU�
non-cash contributions or property in a year 
H[FHHGV������1
  
,I� \RX� DUHQ·W� VXUH� LI� DQ� RUJDQL]DWLRQ� LV�
eligible to receive charitable gifts, check 
it out at  LUV�JRY�&KDULWLHV�	�1RQ�3URÀWV�
([HPSW�2UJDQL]DWLRQV�6HOHFW�&KHFN�
  
Contribute more to your retirement plan. If 
\RX�KDYHQ·W�WXUQHG���ó�DQG�\RX�SDUWLFLSDWH�
LQ� D� WUDGLWLRQDO� �L�H��� QRQ�5RWK�� TXDOLÀHG�
retirement plan or have a traditional IRA, 

\RX�FDQ�UHGXFH�\RXU������WD[DEOH�LQFRPH�
by the amount of your contribution. If you 
are self-employed and don’t have a solo 
����N�� RU� VRPHWKLQJ� VLPLODU�� FRQVLGHU�
establishing and funding a plan before the 
end of the year. Also, keep in mind that 
\RXU������WD[�\HDU�FRQWULEXWLRQ�WR�DQ�,5$�
RU�VROR�����N��PD\�EH�PDGH�DV�ODWH�DV�$SULO�
����������RU�2FWREHU���������� LI�\RX�ÀOH�
)RUP��������)RU�������\RX�FDQ�FRQWULEXWH�
XS�WR���������LQ�D�����N�������E��RU�SURÀW�
VKDULQJ� SODQ�� ZLWK� D� ������� FDWFK�XS�
FRQWULEXWLRQ�DOVR�DOORZHG�LI�\RX�DUH�DJH����
or older.���
   
Make a capital purchase. If you buy assets 
for your business that have a useful life of 
more than one year - a truck, a computer, 
furniture, a rototiller, whatever – those 
SXUFKDVHV� DUH� FRPPRQO\� FKDUDFWHUL]HG�
DV� FDSLWDO� H[SHQVHV�� )RU� ������ WKH�
6HFWLRQ�����GHGXFWLRQ�FDQ�EH�DV�PXFK�DV�
����������DOWKRXJK�LW�LV�XOWLPDWHO\�OLPLWHG�
to your net taxable business income). First-
\HDU�ERQXV�GHSUHFLDWLRQ�LV�VHW�DW�����IRU�
most purchases of new equipment and 
VRIWZDUH� LQ� ������ ,W� LV� XQFHUWDLQ� LI� �����
deductions will be as generous.� 
  
Open an HSA. If you work for yourself or 
have a very small business, you may pay 
for your own health coverage. If you set 
up and fund a Health Savings Account in 
������\RX�FDQ�PDNH�IXOO\�GHGXFWLEOH�+6$�
FRQWULEXWLRQV� RI� XS� WR� ������� �VLQJOHV��
RU� ������� �PDUULHG� FRXSOHV��� &DWFK�XS�
FRQWULEXWLRQV�RI�XS�WR��������DUH�DOORZHG�
IRU�WKRVH����RU�ROGHU��
  
Practice tax loss harvesting. You could sell 
underperforming stocks in your portfolio 
²� HQRXJK� WR� UDFN� XS� DW� OHDVW� ������� LQ�
capital losses. If it ends up that your total 
capital losses top all of your capital gains 
WKLV� \HDU�� \RX� FDQ� GHGXFW� XS� WR� �������
of capital losses from this year’s taxable 
LQFRPH��,I�\RX�KDYH�RYHU��������LQ�FDSLWDO�
ORVVHV��WKH�H[FHVV�UROOV�RYHU�LQWR���������
  
Are there other major moves that you 
should consider? Here are some additional 
ideas with merit.
  
Pay attention to asset location. Tax-
HIÀFLHQW�DVVHW� ORFDWLRQ�FDQ�EH�DQ�LJQRUHG�
fundamental of investing. Broadly 
speaking, consider placing your least tax-
HIÀFLHQW�VHFXULWLHV�LQ�SUH�WD[�DFFRXQWV�DQG�

\RXU�PRVW�WD[�HIÀFLHQW�VHFXULWLHV�VKRXOG�EH�
held in taxable accounts.
  
Can you contribute 
the maximum to your 
IRA on January 1? The 
rationale behind this 
is that the sooner you 
make your contribution, 
the more interest those 
assets will earn. If you 
KDYHQ·W�PDGH�\RXU������
IRA contribution, you still 
KDYH�XQWLO�$SULO����������
to do that.�
  
,Q� ����� \RX� FDQ�
FRQWULEXWH�XS� WR��������
to a Roth or traditional IRA if you are 
DJH� ��� RU� \RXQJHU�� DQG� XS� WR� ������� LI�
\RX� DUH� DJH� ��� DQG� ROGHU� �WKRXJK� \RXU�
MAGI may affect how much you can put 
into a Roth IRA).� What are the income 

limits on tax deductions for traditional 

IRA contributions? If you participate in a 
ZRUNSODFH�UHWLUHPHQW�SODQ��WKH������0$*,�
SKDVH�RXW� UDQJHV� DUH� ���������������
for singles and heads of households, 
���������������� IRU� PDUULHG� FRXSOHV�
ÀOLQJ� MRLQWO\�ZKHQ�WKH�VSRXVH�PDNLQJ� ,5$�
contributions is covered by a workplace 
UHWLUHPHQW� SODQ�� DQG� �����������������
for an IRA contributor who is not covered 
by a workplace retirement plan but is 
married to someone who is.���
  
Should you go Roth before 2014 gets 
here? If you are a high earner, remember 
WKDW� WKH� SODQQHG� ����� 0HGLFDUH� VXUWD[�
DIIHFWLQJ�VLQJOH�MRLQW�ÀOHUV�ZLWK�$*,V�RYHU�
������������������ ZLOO� QRW� DSSO\� WR�
TXDOLÀHG�SD\RXWV�IURP�5RWK�DFFRXQWV��
  
MAGI phase-out limits affect Roth IRA 
FRQWULEXWLRQV��)RU�������SKDVH�RXWV�NLFN�LQ�
DW����������IRU�MRLQW�ÀOHUV�DQG����������
IRU�VLQJOH�ÀOHUV��6KRXOG�\RXU�0$*,�SUHYHQW�
you from contributing to a Roth IRA at all, 
you still have a chance to contribute to a 
WUDGLWLRQDO�,5$�LQ������DQG�WKHQ�UROO�WKRVH�
assets over into a Roth.���
  
&RQVXOW� D� WD[� RU� ÀQDQFLDO� SURIHVVLRQDO�
before you make any IRA moves to see 
KRZ� LW� PD\� DIIHFW� \RXU� RYHUDOO� ÀQDQFLDO�
picture. If you have a large traditional 
IRA, the projected tax resulting from the 
conversion may make you think twice.
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Your Annual Financial To-Do List (cont.)
What else should you consider as 2013 turns into 2014? There are some other important 
things to note...

Review your withholding status. Should it be adjusted due to any of the following factors? �<RX�
WHQG�WR�SD\�D�JUHDW�GHDO�RI�LQFRPH�WD[�HDFK�\HDU����<RX�WHQG�WR�JHW�D�ELJ�IHGHUDO�WD[�UHIXQG�HDFK�
\HDU����<RX�UHFHQWO\�PDUULHG�RU�GLYRUFHG����$�IDPLO\�PHPEHU�UHFHQWO\�SDVVHG�DZD\����<RX�KDYH�
D�QHZ�MRE�DW�D�PXFK�JUHDWHU�VDODU\����<RX�VWDUWHG�D�EXVLQHVV�YHQWXUH�RU�EHFDPH�VHOI�HPSOR\HG��
  
If you are retired and older than 70½, remember your RMD��5HWLUHHV�RYHU�DJH���ó�PXVW�EHJLQ�
WDNLQJ�5HTXLUHG�0LQLPXP�'LVWULEXWLRQV�IURP�WUDGLWLRQDO�,5$V��DQG�5RWK�����N�V�DQG�DOO�HPSOR\HU�
VSRQVRUHG�UHWLUHPHQW�SODQV�E\�'HFHPEHU�����7KH�,56�SHQDOW\�IRU�IDLOLQJ�WR�WDNH�DQ�50'�HTXDOV�
����RI�WKH�50'�DPRXQW��
  
<RXU�ÀUVW�50'�ZLOO�EH�GLIIHUHQW�� WKRXJK�� ,I�\RX�KDYH�WXUQHG�RU�ZLOO� WXUQ���ó�LQ�������\RX�FDQ�
SRVWSRQH�\RXU�ÀUVW� ,5$�50'�XQWLO�$SULO����������7KH�GRZQVLGH�RI� WKDW� LV� WKDW�\RX�ZLOO�KDYH� WR�
WDNH�WZR�,5$�50'V�QH[W�\HDU��ERWK�WD[DEOH�HYHQWV�²�\RX�ZLOO�KDYH�WR�PDNH�\RXU������WD[�\HDU�
ZLWKGUDZDO�E\�$SULO���������DQG�\RXU������WD[�\HDU�ZLWKGUDZDO�E\�'HFHPEHU�����������
   
Plan your RMDs wisely. If you do so, you may end up limiting or avoiding possible taxes on your 
Social Security income. Some Social Security recipients don’t know about the “provisional 
LQFRPHµ�UXOH�²�LI�\RXU�PRGLÀHG�$*,�SOXV�����RI�\RXU�6RFLDO�6HFXULW\�EHQHÀWV�VXUSDVVHV�D�FHUWDLQ�
OHYHO��WKHQ�D�SRUWLRQ�RI�\RXU�6RFLDO�6HFXULW\�EHQHÀWV�EHFRPH�WD[DEOH��)RU�WD[�\HDU�������6RFLDO�
6HFXULW\�EHQHÀWV�VWDUW� WR�EH� WD[HG�DW�SURYLVLRQDO� LQFRPH� OHYHOV�RI��������� IRU� MRLQW�ÀOHUV�DQG�
��������IRU�VLQJOH�ÀOHUV�8
  
Consider the tax impact of any 2013 transactions. Did you sell real property this year – or do 
\RX�SODQ� WR�EHIRUH������HQGV"�'LG�\RX�VWDUW�D�EXVLQHVV"�$UH�\RX�WKLQNLQJ�DERXW�H[HUFLVLQJ�D�
stock option? Could any large commissions or bonuses come your way before January? Did you 
VHOO�DQ�LQYHVWPHQW�KHOG�RXWVLGH�RI�D�WD[�GHIHUUHG�DFFRXQW"�$Q\�RI�WKLV�PLJKW�VLJQLÀFDQWO\�DIIHFW�
\RXU������WD[HV�
  
Would it be worth making a 13th mortgage payment this year? If your house is underwater, 
there’s no sense in doing it – and you could also argue that the dollars might be better off 
invested or put in your emergency fund. Those factors aside, however, there may be some merit 
WR�PDNLQJ�D�-DQXDU\�PRUWJDJH�SD\PHQW�LQ�'HFHPEHU��,I�\RX�KDYH�D�À[HG�UDWH�ORDQ��D�OXPS�VXP�
payment can reduce the principal and the total interest paid on it by that much more. 
  
Are you marrying in 2014?�,I�VR��ZK\�QRW�UHYLHZ�WKH�EHQHÀFLDULHV�RI�\RXU�ZRUNSODFH�UHWLUHPHQW�
plan account, your IRA, and other assets? In light of your marriage, you may want to make 
FKDQJHV�WR�WKH�UHOHYDQW�EHQHÀFLDU\�IRUPV��7KH�VDPH�JRHV�IRU�\RXU�LQVXUDQFH�FRYHUDJH��,I�\RX�ZLOO�
KDYH�D�QHZ�ODVW�QDPH�LQ�������\RX�ZLOO�QHHG�D�QHZ�6RFLDO�6HFXULW\�FDUG��$GGLWLRQDOO\��\RX�DQG�
your spouse no doubt have individually particular retirement saving and investment strategies. 
Will they need to be revised or adjusted with marriage?
  
Are you coming home from active duty? If so, go ahead and check the status of your credit, and 
the state of any tax and legal proceedings that might have been preempted by your orders. Make 
sure your employee health insurance is still there, and revoke any power of attorney you may have 
granted to another person.
   
7DON�ZLWK�D�TXDOLÀHG�ÀQDQFLDO�RU�WD[�SURIHVVLRQDO�WRGD\��9RZ�WR�IRFXV�RQ�EHLQJ�KHDOWK\�DQG�ZHDOWK\�
in the New Year. 
  
Securities sold, advisory services offered through CUNA Brokerage Services, Inc. (CBSI), member FINRA/SIPC , a registered broker/dealer and investment advisor. CBSI is under contract with the 
ÀQDQFLDO�LQVWLWXWLRQ�WR�PDNH�VHFXULWLHV�DYDLODEOH�WR�PHPEHUV�
1RW�1&8$�1&86,)�)',&�LQVXUHG��0D\�/RVH�9DOXH��1R�)LQDQFLDO�,QVWLWXWLRQ�*XDUDQWHH��1RW�D�GHSRVLW�RI�DQ\�ÀQDQFLDO�LQVWLWXWLRQ��
7KLV�PDWHULDO�ZDV�SUHSDUHG�E\�0DUNHWLQJ/LEUDU\�1HW�,QF���DQG�GRHV�QRW�QHFHVVDULO\�UHSUHVHQW�WKH�YLHZV�RI�WKH�SUHVHQWLQJ�SDUW\��QRU�WKHLU�DIÀOLDWHV��$OO�LQIRUPDWLRQ�LV�EHOLHYHG�WR�EH�IURP�UHOLDEOH�
VRXUFHV��KRZHYHU�ZH�PDNH�QR�UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ�DV�WR�LWV�FRPSOHWHQHVV�RU�DFFXUDF\��3OHDVH�QRWH���LQYHVWLQJ�LQYROYHV�ULVN��DQG�SDVW�SHUIRUPDQFH�LV�QR�JXDUDQWHH�RI�IXWXUH�UHVXOWV��7KH�SXEOLVKHU�LV�QRW�
engaged in rendering legal, accounting or other professional services. If assistance is needed, the reader is advised to engage the services of a competent professional. This information should 
not be construed as investment, tax or legal advice and may not be relied on for the purpose of avoiding any Federal tax penalty. This is neither a solicitation nor recommendation to purchase or 
sell any investment or insurance product or service, and should not be relied upon as such. All indices are unmanaged and are not illustrative of any particular investment.
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